
Motor Coach and 
Tour Bus 
Operating Rules

Jordan Pond House
• Tour buses are restricted to the left 
side of the entrance circle at Jordan 
Pond House.
• No more than two tour buses shall 
occupy this area at one time.
• If there are two buses in the specified 
area, additional buses are prohibited 
from entering the entrance circle.
• The right lane is reserved for the 
Island Explorer ONLY.
• Tour bus stays at Jordan Pond House 
shall be no longer than thirty (30) 
minutes unless a reservation has been 
made prior to arrival.
• Excessive engine idling is prohibited.
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Road Restrictions
While operating within the park, 
buses, motor coaches, or other motor 
tour vehicles are restricted to the 
paved road surfaces and paved parking 
lot surfaces. Travel on unpaved 
surfaces, fire roads, etc., is prohibited 
with the exception of the gravel access 
road necessary to access Wildwood 
Stables.

Additional Information
Stopping or parking in an area 
that could create an impediment 
to vehicular movement (especially 
emergency vehicles) or an 
endangerment to pedestrian traffic is 
prohibited.

Bus or other tour vehicle engines 
and/or generator propulsion engines 
will not be allowed to run excessively 
while the vehicles are parked with 
all or a portion of the passengers 
disembarked. Engines are to be turned 
off as soon as unloading passengers is 
complete. Engine noise from parked 
vehicles which is unreasonable 
because of location, time of day or 
night, purpose for which the area was 
established, impact on park users, 
and other factors that would govern 
the conduct of a reasonably prudent 
person under the circumstances is 
prohibited. No vehicle shall be left 
unattended with its engine running.

The permittee shall not publicize 
or otherwise circulate promotional 
material, i.e., advertisements and sales 
brochures. 

Prohibited Access Points
Buses, motor coaches, or other motor 
tour vehicles are prohibited from 
entering onto and exiting from the 
park loop roadway or entering onto 
any other Acadia National Park area 
located on Mount Desert Island from 
the following roadways or routes:

Bar Harbor
• West Street Extension
• Ledgelawn Avenue
• Harden Farm Road
• Otter Cliffs Road off Route 3
• Ocean Drive (Schooner Head Road)

Seal Harbor
• Stanley Brook Road
• Jordan Pond Road 

Entrance Fees
Entrance fees are applicable and 
shall be in accordance with current 
regulations for commercial tour bus 
operations. The driver of any vehicle 
operating under the authority of 
this permit shall be responsible for 
paying applicable entrance fees to 
the National Park Service at the Sand 
Beach Entrance Station,  National 
Park Service visitor centers, or as 
otherwise directed.




